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Early Warning 

The Early Warning/Maintenance 
Advisory (EW/MA) System provides a 
method for the rail industry to 
identify mechanical problems on rail 
equipment which could impede the 
safe movement or handling of the 
equipment. 
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Early Warning Allows Standard Users 

• Query Existing Maintenance Advisories 
(MAs) and Early Warnings (EWs). 

• View Transaction Logs and Details 

• View E-mail Notifications and Add/Remove 
Local Recipients 
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Advanced Query 
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Mechanical Designations 
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Query Notices – Buttons 
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Query Results – Notice View 
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Notice Detail (MA or EW) 
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Viewing Attachments 
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Count Results - Notices 
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Equipment Query 
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Query Results – Equipment View 
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Count Results - Equipment 
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CSV Download 
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Query Transaction Log 
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Transaction Log Query Results 
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Notifications 
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Reporting an Inspection 
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Report Inspection from Menu 
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Entering Equipment IDs 
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Validating Equipment IDs 
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Entering Inspection Data 
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Validating Inspection 
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Submitting Inspections 
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Back Out Inspection 
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Back Out Inspection 
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Back Out Inspection 
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EW System – Process 

• AAR is made aware of equipment with safety 
issues. 

• AAR creates Maintenance Advisory (MA) or Early 
Warning (EW) notice depending on severity. 

• Equipment is assigned to the notice. 

• Industry receives AAR Circular or Tickler or 
Messaging 

• Shops inspect/repair equipment. Reporting a final 
inspection (also removing equipment from Umler) 
removes equipment from notice. 
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MA-0146 

• Inspection & Repair of Suspect Bad Actor Undesired Emergency 
Brake Application 

– Brakes go in to emergency on line-of-road 

– Focus on “No Cause Found” trains 

• 180 cars added to MA 
– 30 were removed manually at car owner request 

– 25 have been inspected to-date 

– 125 remain on the notice 

• Industry TAG formed to study methods to identify equipment 
causing the line-of-road failures (LORF) 

• Participants: 
– Class I roads 

– One private car owner 
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MA-0146 (continued) 

• Network data important for identifying bad actors sooner 
due to interchanged equipment 

• Railinc worked with TAG members to develop algorithm 
for identifying suspect equipment 

• Current algorithm: 
– Heavy weight given to number of unique car groupings 

– Car Group = 3 cars = lead/middle/trailing 

– The more LORF a car is involved in with unique grouping narrows 
the car down as a “suspect” 
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MA-0146 (continued) 

• There may be subsequent phases of the study to refine 
the algorithm 

• Goal: to find an algorithm that can identify suspect bad 
actors with some degree of confidence. 

• Benefits include increased network efficiency 
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Notice Supplements 

• Created when a change is made to the content of 
a notice after the notice has been issued. 

• Not created when equipment is added to or 
removed from a notice. 

• Numbered sequentially, e.g. EW-5232 
Supplement 01. 

• Only the latest supplement is retained in the 
system. 
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Inspections 

• 2-letter Activity Code from Rule 125 

• Not just an “inspection” 

• Preliminary (open) vs. Final 

• Some unique to MA, some to EW. Most apply to both. 

• Some reserved for AAR to report. 
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Automatic Notices 

• Umler ABT: 

• MA-63, EW-5171 

• DDCT: 

• MA-124, MA-125, MA-127, MA-128 

• These notices are not updated in EW by the user, they are 
updated directly by Umler/DDCT. 

• These notices never expire. 
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Notice Expiration 

• Default Expiration periods: 

• 1 year for MAs 

• 90 days for EWs 

• MA expiration: 

• Corresponding EW created (90 days) 

• Cars removed from MA, added to new EW 

• EW expiration: 

• Cars restricted from interchange (XX in Umler) 


